





Sarcted Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
iw Please Order From: 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





H Priest After God's Own Heart 


By Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 


This practical ascetical manual aims to picture a priest perfectly 
faithful to his Divine Model, Jesus Christ, and to suggest simple means 
for sanctifying the priest’s soul in a busy, apostolic life. Prayer 
book size. 240 pages. Neatly bound in black cloth, with red edges, 
and gilt title on front cover. A very appropriate gift as a remembrance 
of an ordination or the anniversary of this or other special occasions. 
Price, $1.00. Order from: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 





Immediate deliveries. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Pabernacle and Purgatory 


Printed and published-monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 8, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

















PREMIUMS 


For NEW and RENEWAL 
Subscriptions 





ONE Subscription 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractive prints with 
spiritual thoughts and verses of encouragement. OR:— 

Booklet — Choice of any of the ten cent booklets listed 
in the Blessed Virgin Library on outside cover. OR:— 

Scheyern Cross — A precious little cross of metal, having 
double bars, which has been touched to a relic of the True 
Cross. Many favors, both temporal and spiritual, have been 
obtained through the pious veneration of these crosses: 


For three years I had been troubled with severe pains in 
my abdomen and sides, which would occur frequently and last 
for hours. When I had an examination for the trouble 
I held the cross in my hand and prayed that nothing would 
be found seriously wrong. The doctors did not find serious 
trouble, and for a year now the pains have not bothered me. 


TWO Subscriptions 
Mother Most Admirable — Sepia picture of Mary as a 
Queen seated on a throne, holding the Infant Jesus. Very 
beautiful. 9 x 14 in. OR:— 
The Treasures of the Mass — One of the most complete 
explanations of the prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the 
Mass obtainable, written in simple and inspiring language. 


THREE Subscriptions 
(NOTE: The premiums listed here for three subscriptions are given 


only for three separate one-year subscriptions, and not for one 
subscription for three years at the reduced rate of $2.00.) 


I Pray the Mass — A splendid Missal for Sundays, which 
contains also™many miscellaneous prayers. Large, clear type, 
in red and black. Black durotex binding. OR:— 

Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, 0.S.B. — An inspiring 
biography of a holy Benedictine nun of Veroli, Italy, whose 
heroic charity and virtuous life have merited the introduction 
of her Cause for Beatification. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








“Thou, O Queen Immaculate, art the bridge set by God Himself between 
the Paradise we have lost and the Paradise we hope to gain. May Jesus come 
to us by thy hands; may thy arms, O Queen and Mother, bear us to the depths 
of His adorable Heart!" 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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Paary [mmaculate, Patroness of Fimerica 
<<—he~~> 


UST one hundred years ago, the Immaculate Mother of 
| God was officially proclaimed the heavenly Patroness of 
the United States of America. It was in the month of 
May 1846, that the American Bishops, assembled in the 
Sixth Provincial Council of Baltimore, placed. this thriv- 
ing young nation under Mary’ protecting mantle, that 
she might preside over its destinies and secure the bless- 
ings of heaven for its people and its enterprises. And 
our heavenly Patroness has been faithful to her trust. Could we but 
lift the mysterious veil that shrouds the invisible, what wondrous marks 
of her protection we should discover, and what causes we should find 
for rendering praise and thanksgiving to our Immaculate Queen! 

The discerning reader of American history cannot but recognize 
the supernatural touch of her hand in steering the course of our ship 
of state — a touch which was remarkably evident at the close of the 
recent world conflict. That our Blessed Mother had a very special part 
in bringing the war to an end we Catholics cannot doubt, for in both 
instances she gave striking proofs of her maternal intercession by the 
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close association of the days of victory and thanksgiving with herself. 
Victory in Europe came in May — her own month — and the day 
designated for prayer and thanksgiving (May 13) was the anniversary 
of the very day on which she first appeared at Fatima in Portugal to 
communicate her vital message concerning world peace. The second 
victory came in August — the month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
— on the eve of her Assumption, and the glorious feast of her heavenly 
triumph was chosen as a world-wide day of prayer and thanksgiving. 
Should not these striking proofs of her maternal protection fill us with 
renewed hope and courage for the future? Yes, we have every reason 
to hope that our heavenly Patroness will continue to watch over our 
country, if we but make ourselves worthy of her protection. 

The choice of the Immaculate Mother of God as Patrgness of our 
country was indeed a happy and a propitious one, for by her singular 
prerogative of sinless purity, Mary has power to vanquish all sinister 
powers that could endanger our national well-being. She alone. has 
“conquered all heresies”; she is “terrible as an army in battle array” 
to the hosts of demons. She is “the woman” promised by God in 
paradise, who crushes the head of the infernal serpent and brings to 
nought his diabolical schemes. 

The glories of Mary Immaculate have been extolled from the 
earliest days. In prophecy and in its fulfilment, and in the history 
of the Church, around no human name has so much splendor shone. 
Mary is the Daughter of the Eternal Father, the Mother of the Eternal 
Son and the Spouse of the Eternal Spirit. Because of her intimate re- 
lation with the Divinity, she is the highest of all God's creatures, re- 
flecting as no other creature can the dazzling glory, the surpassing 
beauty, and the immaculate purity of the Triune God. Infinitely lower 
than God and incomparably higher than man, she stands as mediatrix 
between heaven and earth. Her vesture is woven from the brilliancy 
of the noonday sun, her footstool is the white beauty of the crescent 
moon, her diadem is a galaxy of stars. Upon her God looks with favor 
and love; her throne is placed high above our sin-stained world. She 
is, in truth, “our tainted nature’s solitary boast,” as the poet Words- 
worth called her. 

Mary was a daughter of kings, and even in the natural order, the 
masterpiece of God’s creation. Her life was the immediate preparation 
for that of Christ, the Divine Redeemer, who deigned to assume human 
nature through her. Her body was noble in form, perfect in its strength 
and graceful proportions, so pure that the God-man might share 
her blood, so beautiful that He might bear in His own features the 
stamp of her grace and comeliness. Her intellect was incomparable. 
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But what of the order of grace! As Christ was always sinless because 
He was the source of all holiness, and as He possessed grace in an 
all-surpassing measure, so also was Mary all pure and full of grace, 
with this difference that all this belonged to Christ by right, whilst 
it was only granted to Mary on account of Him and His merits, and 
always in a subordinate degree. 

The beginning and foundation of Mary’s holiness was laid in her 
Immaculate Conception, by which she not only remained free from 
original sin, but also received the plenitude of sanctifying grace and 
all the gifts of grace, to such a degree as has never fallen to the lot 
of any other created being, together with the gift of perseverance and 
freedom from all concupiscence. The Immaculate Conception is the 
most glorious fruit of Christ’s Redemption, and its most splendid vic- 
tory, the first complete victory over Satan. In Mary’s Conception 
his head was already crushed. Mary was thus the first and most mag- 
nificent creation of the new order, worthily endowed for the office 
of Mother of God, in preparation for which she received these won- 
derful prerogatives. 

With singular appropriateness the symbolism of our country’s 
flag lends itself to a comparison with the symbolic standard of its 
heavenly Patroness. Its field of heavenly blue, strewn with stars, re- 
calls to mind the diadem of stars which crowns the fair brow of her 
who in the empyrean blue of the heavens reigns as Queen. Its bars 
of white would seem to have caught the gleam of her spotless purity, 
and its ruddy stripes to be but rays of the glowing fire of love that 
burns in her pure soul. Ah, yes, may the Stars and Stripes be ever 
a symbol of all those noble ideals which should animate all who look 
to Mary as their Patroness. May her virtues of purity and charity 
be rooted in the souls of all who proudly claim as their own this country 
of America. And as the stars in Mary’s crown are a dazzling symbol 
of her freedom from sin, so may the stars in our country’s flag ever 
shed the white light of freedom on all who pay it allegiance. One of 
America’s proudest titles is that of “the land of the free and the home 
of the brave.” May Mary, by her perfect freedom from sin, vanquish 
every hostile power that could destroy this glorious heritage of free- 
dom, and inspire the men and women of America with courage to 
resist every force that could endanger those liberties of which our 
country’s flag has always been the symbol! 

Well may we hail with joy the celebration of the great centennial 
of the Patronage of Mary Immaculate, which will be commemorated 
by a Marian Congress to be held on May 12th in our nation’s capital. 
This day is significant as World Sodality Day, as Mother’s Day (on 
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which honor is paid to Mary as our Mother), and as the vigil of the 
anniversary of Mary’s first appearance at Fatima. It will also fittingly 
commemorate the first anniversary of V. E. Day (May 8) and the 
day designated for universal prayer of thanksgiving (May 13). The 
celebration will be inaugurated by solemn pontifical High Mass cele- 
brated .by the Apostolic Delegate to the United States at the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Later, thousands of pilgrims, 
representing religious orders and Marian organizations of the entire 
country will participate in various activities at the Shrine and on the 
campus of the Catholic University of America. The Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Fulton J. Sheen will speak at a great open-air rally to be held in 
the evening, which will be climaxed by a candle-light procession and 
outdoor Benediction. 

This year will also mark two important centennial celebrations 
in Europe — that of the 300th anniversary of the consecration of 
Portugal to Mary Immaculate, and the centennial of the apparitions 
of Our Lady at La Salette in France. Is not the occurrence of these 
many centenaries in the same year more than a mere coincidence? 
May it be an augury of good things to come during this year of 1946 
through the hands of our Immaculate Mother, especially of that one 
great gift which the world so much desires and needs — PEACE. 

And what shall be our part in the celebration of our country’s 
centennial? Since May 12th is a Sunday, shall we not rejoice Mary’s 
heart by a fervent offering of Holy Mass and Communion, in thanks- 
giving for her protection of our country and in petition for her con- 
tinued loving care? And as we visit her flower-decked altars in our 
churches and in our homes, let us place upon them also the spiritual 
blossoms of our prayers and devotions. We know from Our Lady’s 
message at Fatima what it is she most desires from her children: the 
Rosary and the Act of Consecration, and we may add to these her 
Litany and other appropriate prayers. Let us fulfil her desires also 
with regard to penance and freedom from sin, and prayer for the 
conversion of sinners and the relief of the poor souls. 

As we commend our country anew to its heavenly Patroness, let 
us beg her to guide it safely through the present critical times, to keep 
it faithful to the noble ideals upon which it was founded, to protect 
it from hostile powers, and to help it to fulfil its lofty mission among 
the nations of the world. 


Spiritual Vitamin for May 


Mary, my Queen, my Mother, remember I am thine. Keep me, 
guard me as thy property and possession. 
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m™, AY. — the beautiful month of Mary — brings joy 
} to all Catholic hearts, and unites them by a new 
bond in the homage which they offer to their Mother 
and their Queen. Devotion to Mary is the blossom 
from which springs the ripened fruit of greater de- 
votion to the Heart of Jesus, and in this consists its 
greatest excellence; for Mary wishes to draw hearts 
to herself only that she may give them to Jesus, her Divine Son. 

Mary was the chosen instrument of Omnipotent Love for the 
fashioning of the Sacred Humanity of Jesus. From all eternity she 
was intimately and inseparably united to the Son of God in the Divine 
plan of the Redemption. It was through Mary that Jesus came to us, 
and it is through Mary that Jesus wishes us to come to Him. As 
Blessed Grignon De Montfort sets forth in his beautiful treatise on 
True Devotion to Mary, the twofold function which Divine Wisdom 
has confided to Mary is to bring Jesus to us and to bring us to Jesus. 
Far from coming between us and Jesus, as some people unfortunately 
suppose, Mary leads us to Jesus and brings Jesus to us. The Mother 
and the Son are inseparable, and we cannot love and honor the one 
without also loving and honoring the other. Honor paid to Mary can 

-in no way derogate from the honor we owe to Jesus, for we honor 
Jesus in honoring His Blessed Mother, whom He Himself honored 
with such singular marks of filial devotion. 

In preaching the reign of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the home, 
Father Mateo, the indefatigable apostle of the Enthronement, insists 
upon this intimate union existing between Jesus and Mary. Careful 
to distinguish between the honor given to Jesus and that which is given 
to His Mother, he asks all families who enthrone the Sacred Heart to 
receive Mary also as the Queen of their home. He does not ask 
the “enthronement” of Mary, for that is an act of adoration which 
may be offered to God alone. But he asks all families of the Sacred 
Heart to venerate Mary with a tender, filial devotion by consecrating 
themselves to her most pure heart and inviting her to reign with Jesus 
as Queen in the home. Nay, more, he avers that because of the in- 
separable union of Mother and Son, every home in which the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus is invited to reign as King becomes by that very fact 
also a sanctuary in which Mary reigns as Queen. And by that same 
fact, no home where Jesus has been enthroned can possibly be a mother- 
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less home, because on the day on which the family declared it would 
have Jesus preside over it as King and Father, it necessarily also in- 
vited Mary to be its Mother and Queen. Nevertheless, the consecration 
to Mary should also be made formally and solemnly, begging Mary 
with a loving urgence to preside over the home. 

“By consecrating ourselves entirely to the Immaculate Mother of 
God,” says Father Mateo, “by offering her our heart, our life, our 
actions, far from retrenching anything that belongs to Jesus and for- 
getting His rights, we double our offering, making it infinitely richer 
and more worthy of our King. If we give ourselves to Mary, just 
as He confided and abandoned Himself to His Blessed Mother, we 
charm His Sacred Heart.” And again he says: “Jesus is our perfect 
model of filial love for Mary, for, except His Heavenly Father, no 
one was so dear to Him.” 

The homes that are consecrated to Jesus by love ought to strive 
in a special way to give to Him anew the joys of His home life with 
His Blessed Mother at Nazareth. In spite of the lifelong sorrow 
occasioned by the foreknowledge of Jesus’ sufferings, this home life 
must have been the happiest ever lived in this world, because of the 
perfect love that united the Hearts of Mother and Son. The more 
lovingly a family in which Jesus has been enthroned cherishes the 
presence of His Mother along with His presence, the more confidently 
may that family hope to give the joys and consolations of Nazareth 
to the Heart of its King and to receive His blessings in return. Pass- 
ing through the holy hands and the most pure heart of Mary, the love: 
and reparation of the family are ennobled, enriched and purified, and 
rendered a thousand times more pleasing to the Heart of Jesus. 

Mary, as Queen of the home, will lead its members to the knowl- 
edge and love of Jesus. We who have enthroned Jesus in our hearts 
and in our homes ought certainly to have an intense desire to know 
Him more intimately, to love Him more ardently and to follow Him 
more closely. Yet how little we really know of the length, the depth, 
the height and the breadth of the love of His Sacred Heart! How 
little we have fathomed and can fathom that burning Heart, that Well- 
spring of intense and ardent love! We need someone to guide and 
teach us, someone to encourage our feeble efforts, someone to speak 
to us of Him when spiritual darkness envelops our soul. And who 
can do this so well as His and our own Blessed Mother? 

“No one,” says Father Mateo, “better than Mary, that marvelous 
Mistress and Doctor, can teach us fully the knowledge and love of the 
Heart of Jesus... If you really want to penetrate into the secrets of 
that adorable Heart and to understand It so that you can make It 
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known and loved, begin by drawing near to Mary; seek the Heart of 
Mary and beg to be admitted therein, so that there you may learn those 
things which only she can teach you. She knows the most intimate and 
secret ways of loving the Heart of Jesus; she, His Mother and ours, 
will unveil these ways to us. But this she does only to her privileged 
children. Try, then, to become one of these.” 

In these and similar utterances, which abound in his discourses, the 
Founder of the Work of the Enthronement is but voicing the sentiments 
of saints, doctors and theologians of the Church throughout the ages, 
who are unanimous in teaching that the shortest way to the Heart of 
Jesus is through the Heart of Mary. 

If, then, we wish to give special joy to our Blessed Mother during 
this month consecrated to her, and make fitting preparation for the 
month of the Sacred Heart, we will consecrate ourselves and our families 
to her Immaculate Heart, and offer her a loving submission as our 
Mother and Queen. In doing so, we shall fulfil the urgent request 
which she made to the three little shepherds at Fatima during her 
apparitions in 1917. It is not for her own sake that she desires this 
homage, but for that of her Divine Son. For she knows, better than 
anyone else, that the root of the evils which afflict the world today 
is the coldness, indifference and ingratitude, the hatred, blasphemies 
and outrageous insults, offered to the Majesty of God and the adorable 
Heart of Jesus by so great a portion of mankind. For the same reason 
she asks that a homage of reparation be offered to her Immaculate 
Heart, which has likewise been blasphemed, outraged and insulted by 
the enemies of religion; for, any insult or injury offered to the august 
Mother of God is an insult to God Himself, and mankind cannot ap- 
pease the just wrath of God unless a fitting reparation is made also 
to His most holy Mother. By fulfilling her requests, we shall hasten 
the dawn of peace, which is still so woefully wanting, for, according to 
her message at Fatima, it rests with her to restore concord and peace 
to mankind. As frequently mentioned in these pages, the homage of 
_Teparation which Mary requested at Fatima is the Communion of Rep- 
aration on five consecutive First Saturdays, a fifteen-minute meditation 
on one or more mysteries of the Rosary on those days, and the fre- 
quent and devout recitation of the Rosary, her prayer of predilection. 

How pleasing in the sight of Heaven and of Heaven’s Queen are 
the homes in which the members of the family are daily united in 
the recitation of the Rosary — that prayer so powerful in winning 
graces through Mary’s intercession! And this is also a most fitting 
homage to offer to our Blessed Mother during her month. May this 
homage be offered to her daily in al] Catholic homes! 
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A Thought for the Ascension 
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act of the drama of His earthly life. And what a ac 
rious climax to that life of humility, obscurity, self- 
abasement and suffering! Fittingly it took place on 
the Mount of Olives, which forty days previously had 
witnessed the beginning of His bitter Passion. In the 
company of His Blessed Mother, His Apostles and a 
large oe of people, who formed the nucleus of His Church, He 
repaired to the summit of the mountain. After a farewell admonition 
and a last blessing, He rose up from the earth by His own almighty 
power, and while they gazed at Him with wondering awe, ascended 
majestically heavenward beyond the clouds. Rapt in this absorbing 
vision, they continued to gaze after their Lord and Master even after 
He had disappeared from view, until two men in white garments ap- 
peared to them and made them realize that their mission on earth was 
not yet finished. 

Mingled feelings must have filled their breasts as they turned 
their gaze from the luminous heavens and slowly descended the moun- 
tain, to return to the city of Jerusalem and the work which there 
awaited them. Great indeed might have been their sense of desolation, 
had this departure of their Blessed Master signified His complete with- 
drawal from their lives. But they had His comforting assurance that 
He would be with them “all days, even unto the consummation of the 
world” (Matt. xxviii. 20), not only by His Divine power and essence, 
but also in His human nature. Yes, He had left to them His abiding 
presence in the Holy Eucharist, and had confided to His chosen minis- 
ters the power of perpetuating that presence! Though He had gone 
away, He was with them still and would remain with them and with 
all His disciples of future ages during all the years of their earthly 
exile. 

But how different it would have been for them and for us if on the 
day of His ascension Jesus had really withdrawn His human presence 
entirely from the earth, and had remained among men only as God! 
How dreary and cold would be this world of ours without His human 
presence! How desolate and cold would be our churches if there 
were no altars, no tabernacles, no communion rails where we could 
hold tryst with Him and feel the comforting and sanctifying touch of 
personal communion with His Sacred Humanity! 

Daily the sun rises over our visible world, bringing new light 
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and lifegiving warmth to all creation, but as soon as it sets, the earth 
grows dark and chill and nature is wrapt in numbing slumber. What 
would our earthly life be without this glowing orb and its illuminating 
and vivifying rays? Just so there would be darkness and desolation 
in our spiritual life without the Divine Sun of the Eucharist. With 
the light of Faith, if it was not to be extinguished, Jesus had also to 
leave the torch upon which this flame feeds. 


True, He left us many precious memorials of Himself — and more 
than memorials: He left us His most holy Mother, whom He loved 
more than all other creatures, and whom we were to possess as our 
very own; He left us His Church, His spotless Bride, which He had 
purchased with His Precious Blood and in whose voice we were to 
recognize His voice; He left us the poor, the sick and the wretched, 
so that in them we might clothe, feed and minister to His person; 
He left us His Cross as a reminder of what He had done for us and 
as a pledge of our final victory. Yet, precious as all these things were, 
they were not sufficient to supply the urgent needs of our weak nature 
nor to satisfy the love wherewith He loved us to the end. His perpetual 
presence alone could satisfy our needs and His yearnings. Without 
the Author of Life and His abiding presence among us, we should not 
have been able to preserve the life of grace nor to keep the fire of 
charity burning in our hearts. If the Precious Blood of Calvary came 
to us only through the channels of history, it would become too chilled 
on the way to keep our hearts pulsating vigorously. Love is enkindled 
and increased only by contact with love. . . 


Jesus, knowing our weakness, therefore left us more than mere 
remembrances; we were not to be less favored than the disciples of 
His own time. In His almighty love He gave Himself in the Blessed 
Sacrament, wherein He abides — not in His glorified form, for our 
mortal eyes could not endure the vision, nor even in His human form, 
because He wished also to be the food of souls; yet always in a form 
susceptible to our senses, as the true Emmanuel (God with Us) in 
His Divinity and Humanity. As He was the center of Divine life and 
activity during His sojourn on earth, so now in the Holy Eucharist He 
is the sun and center of all spiritual life. 


The Feast of the Ascension should be for us, then, a day of heart- 
felt thanksgiving for the precious gift of the Holy Eucharist, whereby 
Jesus remains continually in our midst, renewing daily on countless 
altars His redeeming Sacrifice, giving Himself to our souls as a Viaticum 
on our earthly pilgrimage, and remaining in our tabernacles to be our 
faithful Companion and our never-failing Friend and Consoler. 
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Preparation for Pentecost 
epoeje 
ENTECOST — the sublime feast of the outpouring of Divine 
Love upon mankind — comes this year on the 9th of June, 


so that the Novena in preparation for the feast commences on 

the last day of May. With longing desire we ought to prepare 
our hearts for the coming of the Paraclete, who, like the dove sent 
forth from Noah’s ark, will not abide in our soul unless He finds 
therein a place whereon to rest His Divine foot, so to say. And how 
well we all know our need of the Holy Spirit, the Divine Comforter 
and Life-giver, upon whose help and strength we are so utterly de- 
pendent in the work of our salvation and sanctification. But in order 
to draw Him into our soul, we must do something to attract Him. 
And what is it we must do? 

“Pray to and invoke the Holy Spirit,” admonishes Pope Leo XIII 
in his encyclical on the Holy Ghost, “for each one of us greatly needs 
His protection and His help. The more a man is deficient in his wis- 
dom, weak in strength, borne down with trouble, prone to sin, so ought 
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he the more to fly to Him who is the never-ceasing Fount of light, 
strength, consolation and holiness... We ought confidently and con- 
tinually to beg of Him to illuminate us daily more and more with His 
light, and to inflame us with His Charity.” 

We must, then, first of all prepare our souls for the coming of 
the Holy Spirit by PRAYER; that is, by asking Him directly, with 
fervent and earnest petitions, to come and visit our poor ‘soul and to 
grant us the favors and blessings we need. and desire. But our prayers 
must be animated by an ARDENT LONGING to receive the Holy Spirit. 
We must, therefore, excite within our heart a burning desire to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit of God. To awaken in ourselves this desire, 
we should reflect upon His ineffable goodness, His Divine truth, His 
treasures of grace, His entrancing beauty, His boundless love. We 
should think of what He has already done for us, and what He is still 
anxious to do. We should read about the Holy Spirit and meditate 
on what we have read, for we cannot love Him nor long for Him 
without knowing Him. 

Very important it is too that we remove from our soul every hin- 
drance to the coming of the Holy Spirit, for He cannot abide in a soul 
that is burdened with sin. This means, first of all, grievous sin; but 
it means also venial sin, and all attachment to sinful habits. To this 
end we should purify our soul by a sincere and humble confession, and 
frequently confess our sins so that our contrition may be lasting and 
of such a nature as to correct our faults and sinful ways. 


We should also cultivate interior recollection and retirement, for 
we cannot expect to receive the Holy Spirit if our heart is filled with 
distractions and worldly preoccupations. 

God the Father made us, and destined us for heaven, for we are 
His children. His Eternal Son, Jesus Christ, came on earth to merit 
for us Divine grace by His bitter Passion and Death and to prepare 
all the means of our salvation. But it is the Holy Spirit who is sent 
to us by the Father and the Son to infuse into our souls the graces 
of our Divine Redeemer. It is the Holy Spirit who brings within our 
reach all the means of salvation, and who enables us so to employ 
them as to actually save our immortal souls. Now, all this the Holy 
Spirit does by His personal indwelling in our souls. 


Oh, how great a dignity it is to have the Divine Spirit abiding 
as a guest in our soul, in order to enrich our poverty out of the pleni- 
tude of His riches, and to fill us with heavenly peace for time and 
for eternity. How can we think of all this, and remain cold and in- 
different toward this Divine Spirit? Can we think of His special love 
for us without feeling our own hearts touched and set on fire with 








14 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


love for Him? Does He not deserve a special tribute of our love and 
devotion? 

Let us, then, imitate the. example of the Blessed Virgin and. the 
Apostles, and of all followers of our Blessed Lord, by being fervent 
and persevering in prayer, paying great attention to the inspirations 
of the Holy Spirit, and being resolved to do His most holy and adorable 
will in all things; and finally, expecting with great confidence that 
He will come, not only to visit but continually to abide in our soul 
in all peace, holy joy and consolation. 

To be without the Holy Spirit is to have been by our own fault 
created for nothing, or worse than nothing; to have missed the end of 
our creation. We ought, then, to commence at once, if we have not 
already done so, to practice special devotion to the Holy Spirit — 
genuine and lifelong devotion to Him who wishes to make our heart 
His home. We ought to think of Him frequently in the little sanctuary 
of our heart, and adore Him there silently and fervently, hold sweet 
converse with Him, invoke His aid, His light and strength, and also 
listen to Him with deep, silent attention, as He silently yet forcibly 
speaks to us within the secret depths of our soul. 


Novena for Pentecost 
May 31 — June 8 


B EGINNING the day after the Ascension and ending on the Vigil 
of Pentecost, a solemn Novena to the Holy Spirit will be offered 
in each of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries. We shall include in this Novena 
the intentions of all those who recommend themselves to our prayers 
and who wish to participate in the novena. This will be our principal 
novena of the year, and we invite all our dear readers to take an 
active part by uniting their prayers with ours, and endeavoring, if 
possible, to assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion in honor 
of the Holy Spirit on each day of the Novena. Any form of prayer may 
be used. The Sequence of the Mass, “Holy Spirit, Lord of Light,” 
found in the Missal and in most prayer books, would be suitable.* Peti- 
tions may be sent to us, to be placed near the altar during the novena. 

A public novena to the Holy Spirit is offered in many parish 
churches previous to Pentecost. An indulgence of 10 years on each 
day of the Novena, and a plenary indulgence once under the usual con- 
ditions of confession, .Communion and prayers for the Holy Father’s in- 
tention, may be gained by those who take part in these exercises at 
least five times. Those who make a private novena in honor of the 
Holy Spirit, either before Pentecost or at any other time of the year, 
may gain an indulgence of 7 years on each day of the novena, and a 
plenary indulgence under the above-mentioned conditions, at the close 
of the novena. But if a public novena is held, this indulgence may be 
gained only by those who are lawfully hindered from taking part in it- 


*Leaflets with this prayer may be obtained from our Convent. 
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St. Joseph’s Fatherly Patronage and Guardianship 
of the Church 


Se ane ee 


#Y, MONG all the saints in heaven there is one whose inter- 
cessory power, protecting care and sympathetic solicitude 
for the welfare of Holy Church and for each of her 
members is greater, more ardent, more extensive and 
more fruitful than that of any other. That saint is the 
foster father of her Divine Founder, the glorious St. 
Joseph, whom Pius IX signally honored by the recogni- 
tion of this prerogative in proclaiming him “Patron of the Universal 
Church,” the Diamond Jubilee of which proclamation was observed on 
last December 8th. In issuing the decree conferring on him this title, 
Pius IX accorded to St. Joseph a unique and special place in the Church, 
which, however, is not greater than that he occupied during his life 
on earth when he was entrusted with so singular a privilege as that 
of being the guardian of the two beings dearest to God the Father — 
Jesus and Mary. In truth, the privileged role of St. Joseph as Patron 
of the Universal Church is simply a logical outgrowth of his office on 
earth. If at first one may perhaps wonder that St. Joseph should be 
chosen for so great a trust when he himself never knew the Church and 
had no part in propagating her, or in evangelizing the pagan nations 
by spreading the doctrines Christ entrusted to her keeping, the reason 
is soon apparent. It is on account of the signal and extraordinary 
graces conferred on him to fit him for his special vocaticn and the 
reward of the merits and fidelity of his most holy life. 

Veneration of St. Joseph and recognition of his high dignity, 
though very little practiced during the first thousand years of the 
Church’s history, received a great impetus with the act of Fius IX: 
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which proclaimed him as the Church’s Patron, and during the seventy- 
five years that have since elapsed, devotion to him has grown with 
lightning-like rapidity. Early devotion to the saint was characterized 
by homage paid to the holy Patriarch as a good and faithful servant, 
who fulfilled during the thirty years of intimacy with Jesus and Mary 
his humble duties with an unfailing devotedness and self-sacrificing 
zeal. He was looked upon as a model of the interior life, a man of 
prayer, communing unceasingly with God in the interior of his heart 
in the midst of arduous duties. But when on the feast of the Im- 
maculate Conception, December 8, 1870, Pius IX proclaimed the 
humble carpenter of Nazareth — the man whose outward life was the 
simplest and most obscure that can be imagined — as Patron of the 
Universal Church, the majestic figure of St. Joseph was brought into 
the full light. Already in 1847, this same Pope had honored St. Joseph 
by instituting the simple feast of his Patronage, which, until 1913, was 
observed on the third Sunday after Easter. In that year the feast of 
the Patronage was raised to a Solemnity, and was ordered to be kept 
on the Wednesday following the second Sunday after Easter. It is 
observed this year on May 8. 

In speaking of this feast, it is a fact to be repeated that no other 
saint can claim the honor which is St. Joseph’s as Patron of the Church. 
No, this honor is not granted to even Saints Peter and Paul, who are 
regarded as patrons of the Church in Rome, nor to St. Michael, who 
is regarded as the special warrior-protector and defender of the Uni- 
versal Church. To St. Joseph alone belongs the unparalleled role of 
protector as father of the Mystical Body of Christ, as he once exercised 
that role toward the Sacred Humanity of the Word made Flesh. 

In 1870, when Pius IX drew back the curtain and revealed St. 
Joseph’s high dignity and supereminent patronage as protector, guard- 
ian and father of the whole Church and of each of her individual mem- 
bers, the Papacy was suffering violent. persecutions. By this act the 
Pope desired to show that just as St. Joseph rescued the Infant Jesus 
from the persecutions of Herod, so too would he bring Christ’s Mystical 
Body to safety despite all the machinations of her enemies. And how 
wonderfully the confidence of Pius IX has been rewarded may be 
seen in the fact that today the Pope is revered and respected almost 
as never before in history. Though today the Church still faces a 
sharp contest with atheistic forces, there is, nevertheless, every reason 
to hope that the “good and faithful” Joseph will bring her a new and 
unsurpassed triumph over these modern “Herods” in God’s own good 
time. 

Like the sun rising after the darkness of the night, in a glorious 
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variety of violet, gold and rose-tinted colors, ever changing in their 
hues, and giving promise of a day exceedingly fair, so St. Joseph, who 
as Patron of the Church arose resplendent after centuries of obscurity, 
has continued to receive ever new honors from the Popes who have 
succeeded Pius IX. In 1883, Pope Leo XIII decreed that his feast 
celebrated on March 19 should be kept as one of the more solemn 
feasts of the year. The following year, when he designated certain 
prayers to be recited after every low Mass, Pope Leo included an ora- 
tion which petitions the intercession of St. Joseph after that of the 
Immaculate Mother of God, to obtain the freedom and exaltation of the 
Church. In an encyclical published during his reign he also urged 
married people to look upon Jesus, Mary and Joseph as their special 
models in the home. Pius X approved the litany of St. Joseph, thus 
giving him a mark of special honor accorded to no other saint, for 
the only approved litanies are those of All Saints, the Holy Name, 
the Sacred Heart and that of Loreto, or the Blessed Virgin. 

Increased liturgical honors have likewise been granted to St. 
Joseph. Benedict XV gave the proper Preface in his Mass, which holds 
a singular place in the liturgy in the same manner as the litany does 
among approved litanies. Pope Benedict also encouraged laborers to 
invoke him in their necessities and to imitate him in their work. He 
further promoted devotion to him as the Patron of a happy death, and 
added special prayers in the ritual for the dying. Pius XI granted 
many indulgences to prayers honoring St. Joseph. 

If St. Joseph emerged, as it were, only gradually from the mysteri- 
ous obscurity in which he was enveloped for so many centuries, as 
though he, who had so loved the hidden life, wished always to be 
hidden and unknown, he has in our times, in virtue of his nearness on 
earth and in heaven to Jesus and Mary, come to be recognized as a 
saint with extraordinary power with God for all classes of people and 
for all needs. Every one in the Church of God on earth sees in him 
a ready friend, an example and model, a highly privileged saint, who 
is most lavish of his favors. He is the favorite of priests, for they 
learn from him the noblest lessons: how to deal with Christ in the 
Eucharist, the same Christ whom Joseph carried about withethe deepest 
tenderness and reverence while He was still in His infancy. ‘He is the 
saint of missionaries, for he was the first to carry Christ to a distant 
pagan land, and as he was “savior of the Savior” so he is the loving 
intercessor of these “saviors of souls.” 

He is the cherished patron of religious houses, his life at Naza- 
reth being a perfect picture of what life in all religious houses is 
intended to be. As he is the model of religious in the interior life, he 
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is equally so to all souls in the world who are in pursuit.of perfection. 
He is the saint of virgins. As a virgin himself, he spent his days in 
company with the Source of all purity and with the Virgin of virgins. 

St. Joseph is also the saint and patron of workmen, as mentioned 
above. The toiling class forms so great a portion of the human race. 
Manual! labor in his case, as in theirs, was his only means of support- 
ing his family. It cannot be too much emphasized that devotion to 
him will contribute much to solve the difficult problems that arise 
in present day economic and labor matters. 

St. Joseph is the saint of those who suffer, as also of the poor, 
for, while his comforts were few, his trials were many, and some of 
them of a crucifying nature. Therefote, none but the silent, strong, 
patient and gentle St. Joseph can so well assist souls in their anxieties. 
He is the patron of the head of families; the cares which worry them 
were once also his, and in a far more abundant measure. He is the 
refuge of the dying, for he died in the arms of Jesus and Mary. 

The young recognize in St. Joseph a guardian of their innocence, 
a father whose loving counsel and assistance will enable them to live 
purely and nobly. Students also testify to the singular assistance 
granted by him in their efforts when of themselves they had almost 
given up hopes of success. 

As in the hour of deep distress St. Joseph has proved himself the 
faithful protector of the Church and the Pope, as he was the faithful 
protector of Jesus and Mary on earth, so not less wonderfully will 
he reward the confidence of all the faithful who invoke him. Not 
one of the Church’s members then should fail to honor him daily and 
particularly so on the feast of his Solemnity, May 8; not one should 
be lacking in the confidence and love which this saint inspires in all 
who reflect but ever so slightly on his limitless prerogatives. 





Cries of Distress from Europe 
Many urgent and pathetic appeals for help are being re- 
ceived hiesis destitute peoples in Europe, especially from con- 
vents. Christian charity and justice demand that immediate assist- 
ance be given. Anyone who wishes to aid in the great charitable 


work of bringing them relief may send funds to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Crusaders of Mary Immaculate 
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ROM the most eastern horizon, gilded by the first 
rays of the rising sun, to the most western bounds 
of civilization, from the icy realms of the arctic 
to the southernmost torrid isles, no .day passes 
that honor is not paid to Mary, the glorious Queen 
of Heaven and Mother of men. Whence comes. 
this renown and glory? It arises primarily from 
Mary’s immaculate purity, her inviolate sinlessness. 

This was the first condition required by God to make her an instrument. 

in the work of Redemption. This was the reason she was chosen as 

Mother of the God-man and Co-Redemptrix with the Redeemer. This. 

truth is evidenced in the unique fact of her Immaculate Conception, 

by which she was preserved entirely free from the contamination of 
original sin, and by the unparalleled graces. conferred on her, which. 
enabled her to remain absolutely sinless throughout her entire life. 





From the beginning God set Mary up as a “Sign” to the human 
race. In the Apocalypse St. John refers to this Sign in the following: 
words: “A great Sign appeared in heaven: a WOMAN clothed with 
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of 
twelve stars” (Apoc. xii. 1). Holy Church. interprets this verse par- 
ticularly with reference to Mary’s Immaculate Conception. For this 
reason, representations of the Immaculate Conception in sculpture and. 
art picture Mary as a singularly beautiful virgin, the purest of the pure, 
clothed in dazzling whiteness, with the sun’s orb forming a, background, 
the brilliancy of which pales before her resplendent figure. She stands. 
on a crescent of the moon, with a serpent beneath her feet, and wears. 
on her head a crown of twelve stars. The serpent represents Lucifer, 
and refers to the prophecy uttered by God in paradise after the fall 
of Adam and Eve, when He set up His “Sign” of Mary: “I will put 
enmities between thee and the WOMAN, and thy seed’ and her Seed; 
she shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel” (Gen. 
iii. 15). 

Many theologians hold that God had previously manifested. this 
Sign of the Virgin with her Child to Lucifer and tlie other angelic 
spirits and had required them to adore the Word of God in His Human 
Nature and to acknowledge Mary as the Mother of God’ and Queen of 
Angels. When Lucifer and his cohorts, being filled with: pride, refused 
to accept this Sign, heaven was lost to them and the eternal punish- 
ment of hell was meted out with unimaginable speed:. Whether the: 








20 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


trial of the angels was really such, we cannot know with certainty. 
But the fact remains that the angels sinned and were cast into hell. 
From that moment Lucifer and his legions of fallen spirits have been 
bent on taking vengeance on God by inducing human souls to turn 
away from Him and to league themselves with God’s enemies by the 
commission of mortal 
sin. It was not long 
before Satan seemingly 
triumphed by bringing 
about the fall of our 
first parents and with it 
the entire human race. 
His next step was to set 
up a counter-sign, and 
what could be more 
worthy of this prince 
of darkness than the 
very opposite of the 
Sign of the Immacu- 
late Virgin, the “Sign 
of Unchastity”? By 
means of this sign he 
has succeeded in every 
age in bringing about 
the ruin of countless 
immortal souls. How 
widespread his sign 
had been accepted 
within a few genera- 
tions after the creation 
of the world is known 





The Blessed Virgin pleads for special devotion to her 
Immaculate Heart to avert God’s punishment for the from the deluge, 


sins of the world. whereby God wiped 


(Apparition at Fatima, June 13, 1917.) 
out the whole human 


race, excepting only eight faithful souls of Noah’s family. Likewise, 
the destruction of the entire cities of Sodom and Gomorrah was due 
to the sins of impurity in which the people revelled. 

The “god of this world,” as St. Paul characterizes the devil (2 
Cor. iv. 4), has continued to set up his sign in every generation since. 
Gradually, so as not too greatly to shock delicate consciences, Satan 
has brought more and more people to follow his sign, by lowering the 
standards of decency little by little. 
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Among the pernicious influences that endanger the morals of hu- 
mankind and lead the way to perdition for untold numbers of souls, 
one of the most harmful is immodest fashions in women’s attire. Little 
by little Satan has achieved his purpose in this matter, so that even 
pious Catholic women and girls allow themselves to become more and 
more daring in following the scandalous modes which violate not only 
good taste but are positively contrary to the moral law of decency. 
In doing so, womanhood is losing more and more its sense of modesty, 
and with the loss of modesty comes the death of purity, its twin sister. 
Loss of purity in turn brings with it loss of faith, neglect of prayer 
and the sacraments, or bad confessions and Communions, and may 
even lead to serious crimes. Sins of impurity rot the very fabric of 
moral resistance, so that there is a general collapse of character, a loss 
of self-respect, and a breakdown of mental and moral stamina, all of 
which leads to a horribly diseased state of soul, and eventually, unless 
one changes one’s life, brings eternal damnation. 

There is everywhere a crying need for a return to the ideal of 
womanhood, to God’s SIGN, to Mary, the Immaculate Mother of God 
and to the purity which she symbolizes. Throughout the long centuries 
of paganism, woman had a status worse even than that of a common 
slave because she was regarded merely as an instrument of man’s 
pleasure. But with the coming of Mary and the spread of the Christian 
doctrine of virginity and purity, womanhood was elevated to a pinnacle 
of honor. God’s “Sign,” Virginity and Chastity, exemplified in Mary, 
Virgin and Mother, made woman the Queen of the earth and of her 
home. They gave her an exalted position, which, however, she has 
today largely lost. Yes, the mystery of woman’s power, her greatest 
charm, her most precious heritage, the one thing which beyond and 
above all else impels the respect and reverence of the world is her 
purity. This it is that gives radiance to her countenance, lustre to her 
eye and beauty to her smile. This it is that places a sceptre in her 
hand before which men must bow. 

To check the inroads of immodesty and indecency, to foster deli- 
cacy of conscience in matters of purity, and to make reparation for the 
terrible sins which corrupt society, a zealous pastor of souls, on Decem- 
ber 8, 1944, inaugurated a movement known as the CRUSADERS OF MARY 
IMMACULATE, which offers a specific program of action in respect to 
each of the points just mentioned, in the form of a counter-revolution 
to modern trends. The purpose of the crusaders is to hold up to 
the world the “Sign” of Mary Immaculate, primarily by personal 
imitation of the Virgin most Pure. Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, 
gave the inspiration to this movement when he consecrated the world 
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to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1942, but Our Lady herself had! 
already appealed for such a movement, to which all Catholics: should. 
devote themselves, when in 1917 she manifested her Immaculate Heart 
to the three little shepherd children at Fatima, and pleaded for a special 
devotion to that Heart to save the world from the threatening vengeance: 
of Almighty God on account of mankind’s sins. 

There are no dues, nor registration of names, nor meetings of 
members attached to this “Crusade,” but true Catholic Action on the 
part of individuals, societies, or groups is stressed. Not only is modesty 
in dress aimed at, but modesty in all its phases — in words, in actions, 
in reading, in radio programs, in shows, in amusements, etc. The pro- 
gram of the Crusaders includes works which promote or center devotion 
in the Blessed Sacrament and the BlessedgVirgin. It also includes a 
work which fosters chaste wedlock and a Catholic atmosphere in the 
home, and proposes a means of reparation for the besetting sins of our 
age through a Holy Hour made periodically in the home. It aims to 
make souls realize the malice of sin and the oft forgotten fact that 
the penalty of sin must be paid sooner or later. 

Those who desire to join the Crusade sign a pledge which reads: 

As a faithful member of the Crusaders of Mary Immaculate, I 
promise for one year to observe the following: 

1. I will observe modesty in dress and behavior, at all times, 
under the guidance of my spiritual superiors. 

2. I promise to make reparation, in honor of Mary Immaculate, 
to the Sacred Heart of her Divine Son, for the scandalous attire and 
immodest behavior of so many worldlings even among our Catholic 


people. 
3. For this purpose I intend to do the following works: 


(The work chosen is to be checked with X) 


Fe Assist at Holy Mass on weekdays ........ times a week. 

Be aes Assist at a second Holy Mass on Sundays ........ times a 
month, 

coisiee Make a Holy Hour once a month before the Most Blessed: 
Sacrament. 

seattle Spend 15 minutes each week before the Most Blessed’ 
Sacrament. 


aioe Make a Holy Hour at home at least once a month. 
R Rptese” Recite the Rosary daily, if possible before the Most Blessed’ 
Sacrament. 
4. I will be zealous in soliciting others, men, women and children,. 
to become active crusaders of Mary Immaculate. 


This Crusade has ecclesiastical approbation. Pledge folders may be: 
obtained from: Crusaders of Mary Immaculate, Box 56, Bartelso, [ll_ 
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St. Dymphna, Patroness of Those Afflicted with 
Nervous and Mental Disorders 


FF 


SLE of Saints,’’ has long been a title popularly given 
to the island evangelized by St. Patrick, which nestles 
in the blue waters of the Atlantic. And appropriately 
is it so called, for the names of the Irish saints would 
more than fill the Church’s calendar. Yet it is to 
be regretted that Catholics for the most part are en- 
tirely unfamiliar with so many of these glorious 
saints, yes, even ignorant of their very names. One 

such forgotten or unknown saint, who, on account of her spotless virtue 
and glorious martyrdom, is sometimes referred to as the “Lily of Eire,” 
is St. Dymphna. True, the records of the life and martyrdom of this 
holy virgin are for the most part meagre and unsatisfactory, but suffi- 
cient is known regarding the principal facts of her life and of her many 
well-authenticated miracles to attest to an exalted sanctity. 

St. Dymphna was born in the sixth century, when Ireland was 
almost universally Catholic. Yet, strange to say, her father, a petty 
king of Oriel, was still a pagan. Her mother, a descendant of a noble 
family, was, on the other hand, a devout Christian, who was remark- 
able both for her piety and her great beauty. Dymphna was, like her 
mother, a paragon of beauty, and a most sweet and winning child, the 
_ “jewel’’ of her home. Every affection and attention was lavished upon 
her from birth. Heaven, too, favored the child with special graces. 
Dymphna was early placed under the care and tutelage of a pious 
Christian woman, who prepared her for baptism, which was conferred 
by the saintly priest, Father Gerebran. The latter seems to have been 
a member of the household, and later taught little Dymphna her letters 
along with the truths of religion. Dymphna was a bright and eager 
pupil, and advanced rapidly in wisdom and grace. When still very young, 
Dymphna, like so many other noble Irish maidens before and after. her, 
being filled with fervor and love for Jesus Christ, chose Him for her 
Divine Spouse and consecrated her virginity to Him and to His Blessed 
Mother by a vow of chastity. 

It was not long, however, until an unexpected cloud overshadowed 
the happy childhood of the beautiful girl. She lost her good mother by 
death. Many were the secret tears she shed over this bereavement, but 
at the same time she found great comfort in the Divine Faith which, 
though she was still of tender age, already had taken deep root. 

Dymphna’s father, too, greatly mourned his deceased wife and for 
a long time continued prostrate with grief. At length he was per- 
suaded by his counsellors to seek solace in a second marriage. So he 
commissioned certain ones of his court to seek out for him a lady who 
would be like his first spouse in beauty and character. After visiting 
many countries in vain, the messengers -returned saying that they 
could find none so charming and amiable as his own lovely daughter, 
Dymphna. Giving ear to their base suggestions, the king conceived the 
evil design of marrying Dymphna. With persuasive and flattering words 
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he manifested his purpose to her. Dymphna, as may be expected, was 
greatly horrified at the suggestion, and asked for a period of forty days 
to consider the proposal. She immediately betook herself to Father 
Gerebran, who advised her to flee from her native country, and since 
the danger was imminent, he urged her to make no delay. 

With all speed, therefore, she set out for the continent, accom- 
panied by Father Gerebran, the court jester and his wife. After a 
favorable passage, they arrived on the coast near the present city of 
Antwerp. Having stopped for a short rest, they resumed their journey 
and came to a little village named Gheel. Here they were hospitably 
received and began to make plans for establishing their future abode 
at the place. 

The king, in the meantime, having discovered Dymphna’s flight, 
was fearfully angry, and immediately set out with his followers in 
search of the fugitives. After some time, they were traced to Beigium 
and their place of refuge was located. At first, Dymphna’s father tried 
to persuade her to return with him, but Father Gerebran sternly rebuked 
him for his wicked intentions, whereupon he gave orders that Father 
Gerebran should be put to death. Without delay, his wicked retainers 
laid violent hands upon the priest and struck him on the neck with a 
sword. With one blow of the steel the head was severed from the 
shoulders and another glorious martyr went to join the illustrious 
heroes of Christ’s kingdom. 

Further attempts on the part of Dymphna’s father to induce her 
to return with him proved fruitless. With undaunted courage she 
spurned his enticing promises and scorned his cruel threats. Infuriated : 
by her resistance, the father drew a dagger from his belt and he himself 
struck off the head of his child. Recommending her soul to the mercy 
of God, the holy virgin fell prostrate at the feet of her insanely raving 
father. Thus the glorious crown of martyrdom was accorded to St. 
Dymphna in the fifteenth year of her age, on the fifteenth day of May, 
between 620 and 640. The day of her death has been assigned as her 
feastday. 

The records of Dymphna’s life and death say that the bodies of 
the two martyred saints lay on the ground for quite some time after 
their death, until the inhabitants of Gheel removed them to a cave, 
which was the customary manner of interment in that part of the 
world at the time of the martyrdoms. But after several years had 
elapsed, the villagers, recalling their holy deaths, decided to give the 
bodies a more suitable burial. When the workmen removed the heap 
of black earth at the cave’s entrance, great was their astonishment to 
find two most beautiful tombs, whiter than snow, which were carved 
from stone, as if by angel hands. When the coffin of St. Dymphna was 
opened there was found lying on her breast a red tile bearing the in- 
scription: “Here lies the holy virgin and martyr, Dymphna.’’ The 
remains of the saint were placed in a small church. Later necessity 
obliged the erection of the magnificent “Church of St. Dymphna’”’ which 
now stands on the site where the bodies were first buried. St. perenne 8 
relics repose there in a beautiful golden reliquary. 

Miracles and cures began to occur in continually increasing num- 
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bers. Gradually St. Dymphna’s fame as patroness of victims of nervous 
diseases and mental disorders was spread from country to country. 
More and more mentally afflicted persons were brought to the shrine by 
relatives and friends, many coming in pilgrimages from far-distant 
places. .Novenas were made, and St. Dymphna’s relic was applied to 
the patients. The remarkable cures reported caused confidence in the 
saint to grow daily. At first the patients were lodged in a small annex 
built onto the church. Then gradually it came about that the patients 
were placed in the homes of the families living in Gheel. From this 
beginning Gheel developed into a town world-famed for its care of the 
insane and mentally afflicted. An institution, called: the “Infirmary of 
St. Elizabeth,’’ which was conducted by the Sisters of St. Augustine, 
was later built for the hospital care of the patients. Most of the latter, 
after some time spent in the institution, are placed in one or other of 
the families of Gheel, where they lead a comparatively normal life. 
Every home in Gheel is proud to welcome to its inmost family circle 
such patients as are ready to return to the environment of family life. 
Generations of experience have given to the people of Gheel an intimate 
and tender skill in dealing with their charges, and their remarkable 
spirit of charity and Christlike love for these afflicted members of 
society gives to our modern-day world, so prone to put its whole re- 
liance on science and to forget the principles of true Christian charity, 
a lesson the practice of which would do much to restore certain types 
of mentally afflicted individuals to an almost normal outlook on life. 

Renowned psychiatrists are in full agreement with this statement, 
and testify that a surprisingly large number of patients could leave 
mental institutions if they could be assured of a sympathetic reception 
in the world, such as the people of Gheel take pride in showing. In 
fact, psychiatrists state that institutions can help certain cases only 
to a given extent, and when that point is reached, they must have help 
from persons outside the institution if the progress made in the institu- 
tion is to have fruition. Gheel is the living confirmation of this state- 
ment and an exemplar of the Gospel teachings on charity. 

In concluding this sketch of the life of St. Dymphna and her assist- 
ance in mental diseases, many will be glad to know that a chapel erected 
on the grounds of the Massillon State Hospital, Massillon, Ohio, was 
dedicated in honor of the saint on her feastday, in May, 1939. A 
League of St. Dymphna, offering many spiritual benefits both for living 
and deceased, has also been established at Massillon with ecclesiastical 
approbation. Further information about the saint and the League, pic- 
tures and prayers may be obtained from: 

Rev. Austin W. Scully, Chaplain of St. Dymphna’s Church, 

Massillon State Hospital, Massillon, Ohio. : 





O Heart of Mary, full of grace and tenderness, throne of love 


and mercy, be our refuge in affliction and our consolation in sorrow. 


O good Jesus, by the love with which Thou lovest Thy Mother, 
grant me, I beseech Thee, to love her truly as Thou truly lovest her 
and desirest her to be loved. — St. Anselm. 
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The 42nd Wear of “Tabernacle and Purgatory’ 
-<—he~ > 


' FRIENDSHIP of long standing is esteemed by the 
whole world as something precious. In the same way, 
expressions of appreciation of our little publication 
from subscribers of many years are always a source 
of gratification and encouragement to us in our en- 
deavors to make the magazine one that is not only 
enjoyable to its readers, but spiritually profitable as well. That it 
really does fulfil its mission and afford satisfaction, enjoyment and 
much help in the daily round of life, its readers continually assure us 
in their letters. Not long ago, when renewing her subscription a lady 
wrote: “I have been a subscriber since 1904, when the Sisters com- 
menced to solicit the first subscriptions. So far I have never missed a 
copy and I would not be without the booklet for the whole world.” 
Hardly a day passes but equally appreciative letters are received also 
from subscribers of more recent years or even from those who have 
only become acquainted with the magazine within the past few months. 
Remarks such as the following are characteristic of their comments: 
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I enjoy your magazine more each month. After reading it care- 
fully, —- most of the articles merit meditation, — I pass it along to 
others and hope they will get the same spiritual uplift as it gives me. 
You are doing a great work and surely can only give to lay people a 
greater knowledge of the things in life that are worth while. Keep 
up the good work, I am always looking forward to the next issue. 


It is our fondest hope to “keep up the good work,” as the man who 
wrote this letter so graciously urges us; and with these assurances on the 
part of our friends of their continued welcome of the magazine and 
with the anticipation of their assistance in realizing our ambition to 
introduce it into other homes where it may come to be cherished as a 
monthly visitor, we launch forth with this May issue into the 42nd year 
of its publication. 

As our secluded life gives us few opportunities of contacting new 
friends, and forces us to rely much on our old ones to make our publi- 
cation known, may we take the liberty to suggest that on various oc- 
casions throughout the year, the problem of what to offer as a little 
gift might easily be solved by a subscription to “Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory,” through which both those who give and those who receive 
would be greatly benefited? Weddings, ordinations, graduations, 
birthdays, religious professions, all might well be listed as such, as 
also times when a prolonged illness visits some friend, or in troubles. 
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and difficulties, which will be made easier to bear through the inspira- 
tion obtained by reading “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 

Many priests have told us of the help it affords them in their minis- 
try. Religious appreciate and enjoy it for spiritual reading. Parents 
find it helpful in the religious training of their children. The sick are 
in special need of helpful and worth-while reading matter that en- 
courages and uplifts, and for this reason “Tabernacle and. Purgatory” 
is an ideal gift for a sick friend. The bride and bridegroom will find 
in it much help in making their marriage a success and in establishing 
a truly Catholic atmosphere in their home. Since June is proverbial 
for its weddings, how appropriate to introduce “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory” to a young couple just setting out on their career when the maga- 
zine begins its new year! Converts derive much help and instruction 
which gives them a better understanding of their new-found Faith. 

Young people have problems of their own to face, and “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory” can be of invaluable help in many instances, as 
for example in helping to decide a vocation. Children also, in a special 
section devoted to them, are taught to cherish a tender devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament and to the Immaculate Mother of God, and to develop 
the virtues so necessary for molding an upright character: We there- 
fore urge our good friends to consider a gift subscription on appropriate 
occasions which arise throughout the year, and so help us to bring 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” where it can do good for souls. Spreading 
good reading matter is Catholic Action of a high type and merits a 
great reward from God, who keeps account of every good act in order 
to reward it fittingly. On the other hand, those who benefit from your 
charity will bless you for your thoughtfulness. The devout soul will 
find itself making greater strides in perfection; the tepid soul may 
advance to greater love of God; the fallen-away Catholic may return 
to the practice of his religion; the non-Catholic may be converted; 
and surely there is no one who reads it but will profit from doing so 
in one way or another, for is it not the messenger of Jesu Hostia, and 
has He not the power to touch every heart? 


A Word from Our Readers 


I received the first copy of your monthly magazine, ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.” It may interest you to know that, as far back as 
practically 25 years, I began reading it as a novice in our Novitiate at 
Florissant. It has always impressed me for the sound dogmatic spiritu- 
ality of its articles, together with a fine devotional presentation. 

— Rev. L. C., 8S. J. 


I have not missed many issues of this deeply religious monthly 
‘since my first number in May 1910, but I want to tell you that I have 
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always looked forward with joy to the spiritual treat that came to 
my sick bed with “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” and with all my heart 
I wish it every success. — V. B. 


I just couldn’t do without Tabernacle and Purgatory. I have 
especially enjoyed the articles explaining the Creed. I have surely 
learned a lot about our Catholic religion from your magazine. It has 
helped me to be a better Catholic. — A Convert. 





Our Blessd Lady’s Interest and Power 
in Behalf of the Poor Souls 


a Oo 


VERY Christian soul, and in a special way every soul in 
purgatory, ‘on account of its helplessness and of the 
lot of suffering to which it has been sentenced, may be 
considered as the child, in a different sense, of two 
mothers — the Catholic Church and our Blessed Mother. 
It is a serious truth, and not merely a poetical or fanciful 
image, that Our Lord takes note of this claim on His compassion, and 
that each Christian soul, whether on earth or in purgatory, receives 
from Him love, compassion, mercy and help for the sake of its filial 
relation to the Church and to His most beloved Mother. 

Let us reflect for a few moments on our Blessed Mother’s special 
interest and power over the holy souls in purgatory. We can never 
treat adequately the subject of the means by which we ourselves may 
help the poor souls without taking this power into consideration, and 
reviving our own devotion to her as their Mother and Queen. 

It would take many chapters of a book to describe fully what can 
be gathered from Christian writers regarding the particular interest 
which our Blessed Mother has in behalf of the poor souls. It is 
probable that as the saints in heaven and souls on earth are higher 
in the degree of their intelligence and their knowledge and love of 
God, in the same degree do they “understand,” as the Psalmist says, 
“concerning the needy and the poor,” and so in an especial manner 
concerning the neediest and the poorest of all God’s children — the 
sufferers in purgatory, who can do nothing for themselves. If this be 
so, then, as our Blessed Mother’s knowledge of God and of Our 
Lord, and of all that pertains to His glory, is incomparably greater 
than that of all the saints and angels together, since her charity is, 
in the same way, alone more intense than that of all the rest of the 
dwellers in heaven, so her desire to aid the holy souls must be in pro- 
portion greater than that of all the others. The holy souls may be 
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considered in one respect as the choicest and dearest of her children, 
excepting perhaps the saints themselves, who are so dear to her on 
account of their love and fidelity to God. Mary has been made in 
a particular manner their Mother by Our Lord on the Cross, for in 
them the fruits of His Precious Blood are secured. Holy writers 
tell us also that she has received a special power and commission to 
move the mercy of God in their favor, according to the arrangements 
of His Kingdom, in which she occupies a throne less lofty only than 
that of her Son. This is altogether in accordance with the laws, if 
we may so speak, of the Kingdom of the Incarnation. 

Our Blessed Mother has a special compassion for the sufferings 
of the holy souls on account of her own great sufferings on earth, in 
some respects much like those which are endured in purgatory. Mary 
was conceived without original sin and filled with all graces from 
the first moment of her existence; throughout her whole life she was 
confirmed in grace and never committed sin, venial or otherwise, and 
yet she suffered most intensely on account of the sins of the world, 
which her Son had to bear, and on account of the treatment which 
He met with in expiating them. The very intensity of her knowledge 
and of her charity caused the intensity of her pain, while at the same 
time she was in perfect peace and union with the will of God, as are 
the holy souls in their own sufferings. She felt more than any other 
soul could feel the desire to be with God and with her Son, and so 
the pain of waiting which she experienced after Our Lord’s ascension 
makes her feel intensely for the poor souls whose entrance into heaven 
is deferred. On all these accounts there is ground for saying that she 
feels, more tenderly than all the saints, compassion for the holy souls. 
These and other considerations form the basis of the doctrine which 
attributes to our Blessed Mother a peculiar prerogative, as well as a 
special care in regard to purgatory and its prisoners. 

The kingdom of purgatory is her estate, declares St. Bernadine of 
Siena. She visits this abyss, she hovers over that sea of fire, St. Bona- 
venture tells us, applying to her the words of Scripture: “I have pene- 
trated into the bottom of the deep and have walked in the waves of 
the sea” (Ecclus. xxiv. 8). 


Mary, Liberatrix of the Souls in Purgatory 


But Mary not only consoles these dear souls, she also releases them 
by offering up her prayers and her merits, and on certain days her 
power of releasing them is wonderful. Gerson and several other pious 
writers tell us that on the day of her Assumption she asked her Son 
to allow her to take to heaven all souls then detained in purgatory. 
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Something like this happens on all the great liturgical feasts of the 
year which honor our Blessed Mother. We read in the life of Vener- 
able Benedicta du Lans that on the eve of All Saints’ Day she was 
praying at the foot of the cross when she beheld in vision Our Lady 
surrounded by an immense crowd of souls from purgatory whom she 
was leading into heaven, happy and triumphant. 

We can easily believe she faithfully keeps her promise known as 
the Sabbatine Privilege, which she made to Pope John XXII, to re-- 
lease on the Saturday following their death the souls faithful to wear- 
ing her scapular and fulfilling the conditions she imposed.* 

Christian piety likes to imagine Mary’s mercy in all this by pic- 
turing her on a throne,’ releasing souls from purgatory, holding out 
her arms to them, while others, still atoning, look towards her appeal- 
ingly. Mary is the great Liberatrix of souls and so those Christians 
ever ready to show their filial piety towards her are filled with hope of 
prompt and efficacious help when they leave this earth, both for their 
dying moments and for their purgation in purgatory. Mary does not 
forsake those who trust in her. Those who have loved Mary so well 
on earth will not be detained long by Divine Justice; Mary will come 
to them smiling and resplendent to open the gates of their prison. 
Janua Coeli! Is she not the Gate of Heaven? 


*These conditions are: the observance of chastity according to one’s 
state of life, and reciting the Little Office of the Blessed Virgin; or if 
duly dispensed from this, keeping the fasts of the Church and abstaining 
from meat on Wednesdays and Saturdays; or performing some other 
good work prescribed by a priest authorized to make such substitution, 
if the latter condition cannot be fulfilled. 


@ Candle for Mother 


clot teeter 


“Boxes of candy or garlands of flowers could not bring 
to my mother the joy and happiness on Mother’s 
Day that a candle offering can. I therefore send an 
offering to have a candle burned for her in your 
chapel.” — John J. S. 





You will doubtless agree that this is an ideal 
way to give joy both to your heavenly Mother and to 
your earthly mother on Mother’s Day. 


For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in any one of our Eucharistic 
sanctuaries; for $3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


ARY, your Heavenly Mother, is the Mother of Purity. 
Never did the slightest taint of sin sully the lily- 
whiteness of her soul. No thought, or word, or act 
of hers was ever in the very least degree displeasing 
to God. Purity of heart is one of the greatest treas- 
ures a soul can possess. Our Lord tells us that it will be rewarded one 
day by seeing God face to face: “Blessed are the clean of heart, for 
they shall see God.” 

All virtues are beautiful, because they adorn and enrich the soul; 
all virtues are holy because they come from God and bring us to Him; 
but purity is the one virtue which shines out above all others with a 
splendor so bright and a beauty so Divine that it is often called “The 
Beautiful Virtue,” “The Holy Virtue,” or “The Angelic Virtue.” Purity 
is like a sweet-smelling flower which casts its perfume round about it 
and attracts all to it. 

The love that Jesus has for purity is shown by the fact that He 
chose the most pure Virgin Mary for His Mother and the chaste St. 
Joseph for His foster father. Because St. John was a virgin soul, 
Jesus loved him more than any of the other Apostles, and permitted 
him to rest his head on His breast at the Last Supper. He also revealed 
to St. John secrets of His Heart which He shared with none of His 
other friends, Jesus especially loved little children and took them 
on His knee and caressed them because of their purity, He told His 
Apostles that the holy Guardian Angels of innocent children always 
hehold the face of the Heavenly Father, and that anyone who would 
cause a child to commit sin would be punished very severely. 

The devil is always busy tempting souls to commit sins of im- 
purity because he knows that if God especially loves those who are 
pure, He has a special hatred for sins of impurity. He also knows 
that if he can get a soul to commit such sins, he will obtain a strong 
hold upon it, from which it will be very hard for the poor soul to free 
itself. For this reason we must always be on our guard and refuse 
to let our eyes look at anything immodest or to read immodest things; 
we must not let our ears listen to bad talk, nor let our tongue say 
impure words, nor let our hands touch anything that would make us 
feel ashamed; we must also keep our thoughts away from anything 
that could soil the purity of our heart. 

To do these things and avoid sins of impurity we need God’s help 
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and we can obtain it by praying for it. Our Blessed Mother is in 
a special way the protectress of those who try to preserve the precious 
treasure of the holy virtue. She knows the greatness and beauty of 
purity and the struggles we have to keep it. She never refuses to help 
those who beg her assistance, so you ought never to let a day go by 
without saying at least a “Hail Mary” to ask her to keep you pure. 
But if anyone has ever fallen into sins of impurity, God offers His 
help to them again in the sacrament of confession, You must never 
let shame make you conceal such sins from the priest, because then 
the devil would only tighten his hold upon your soul, and you would 
make your soul all the blacker by a bad confession. A good confession 
is the only way to heal the wounds of the soul that impurity makes in 
it, and, after all, how easy God has made it for us to obtain His grace 
again through the simple telling of our sins to the priest and being 
truly sorry for them and resolving not to commit them again. 

Receiving the Sacred Body of Jesus in Holy Communion with 
faith and piety is also one of the strongest weapons we have against 
the cunning of the devil. This most pure Body reposing in your heart 
makes the devil keep far away because he does not dare approach you 
when he sees God enthroned there. When you receive Holy Commun- 
ion, ask Jesus to give you a love for holy purity, because in order to 
live pure lives we must love this virtue. 

During Mary’s month, when in her honor even nature seems more 
pure after the fields have been washed clean by the showers of April, 
and the warm sun has spread a pretty green carpet over the earth, pray 
very fervently to your Heavenly Mother to assist you to obtain victory 
over your temptations and so preserve the precious lily of purity all 
your life and win an immortal crown in heaven! 

Practice: Say a Hail Mary each morning and evening to ask our 
Blessed Mother to keep you from temptation and sin. 

On the feast of Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, your 


heavenly patroness, May 138, try to receive Holy Communion and ask 
Jesus and Mary to grant you the grace of holy purity. 


Aspiration: Mary, most pure, pray for me! 
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Booklet Suggestions for May Feasts 


Go to Joseph — An inspiring booklet that will arouse confidence and 
trust in the goodness and power of St. Joseph, the feast of whose Solemnity 
is celebrated on May 8. 10¢ 


Devotions to St. Joseph — An excellent collection of devotions and 
prayers in honor of Saint Joseph, for a wide variety of intentions and 
needs; Litany, and Proper of the Votive Mass. 10¢ 


St. Jude, Helper in Desperate Cases Contains a sketch of the 
St. Rita, Advocate of the Impossible life of each saint, together 


with extraordinary favors obtained through their intercession, and many 
appropriate prayers in honor of each. Recommended for a novena prior 
to the feast of St. Rita, May 22. 10¢ 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — Treats of the excellence and 
sublimity of prayer, its salutary effects and merit, and the manner of praying; 
also gives a short appreciation of the two greatest of prayers, the Our Father 
and Hail Mary. An excellent booklet to read in preparation for the special 
days of prayer before the feast of the Ascension, known as the Rogation 
Days — May 27th, 28th and 29th. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord, PART I — 
A booklet that has found wide favor on account of the excellent means it 
offers for entering into the spirit of the major feasts and special seasons 
of the Church year. Made up of liturgical prayers and scriptural texts 
adapted for the use of the laity. The sections devoted to the Feast of the 
Holy Cross, May 3, and for Ascensiontide, will have a particular appeal at 
this time. 96 pages. 15¢ 

PART II — A continuation of the feasts of the Ecclésiastical Year from 
Pentecost to Advent. 96 pages. 15¢ 


Message of the Sacred Heart — An appeal of the Heart of Jesus 
for love and union with Him through the interior life, especially recommended 
for priests and religious, but also suitable for all devout souls. 5¢ 


Postage extra. Reduction for quantities. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Blessed Virgin Library 


Complete Set, 12 Booklets, — Special Price, $1.00; postage | 0¢ extra. 


Mary, Mother of God 

The doctrine and mysteries of 
the incarnation and Divine Mater- 
nity. The Seven Joys of Mary on 
earth and in heaven. 10¢ 


Devotion to Mary 
Explanation of the many graces 
derived from devotion to Our Lady 
in general and from special prac- 
tices. Mary’s Immaculate Concep- 
tion. 10¢ 


Communion Devotions 
in Union with Mary 
Beautiful prayers for Holy 

Communion. Communion Mass & 
prayers for a novena of Com- 
munions. 10¢ 


To Fesus, througb Mary 
The “secret of grace’ taught 
by Blessed De Montfort. 10¢ 


Mary's Seven Sorrows 
Sorrows, which are beautifully illustrated. 
of Dolors, novena and other prayers. 


Mary, Our Mother 

Our filial relationship to Mary, 
our Mother, our Mediatrix and 
Consoler in every need; the glory 
of her name. 10¢ 


Under Mary's Mantle 

Mary’s assistance and protec- 
tion from infancy to death and in 
purgatory. Consecration of chil- 
dren to Mary. Prayers. 10¢ 


The Rosary, My Treasure 

An inspiring booklet on the 
power, beauty, excellence & mys- 
teries of the Rosary; information 
on the Archconfraternity and the 
Rosary novena. 10¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary 
Devoted to Mary’s fifteen prin- 
cipal feasts, with reflections, prayer 
and special practice for each. 10¢ 


— Reflections on each of Mary’s Seven 


Proper of the Mass of Our Lady 


10¢ 


Devotion to the Motber of Sorrows —- The wonderful fruits 
of devotion to the Sorrowful Mother, especially in the Passion and Death 


of Jesus. Beautiful prayers. 10¢ 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Holy Rosary ~ our 
Lady’s apparitions and plea for devotion to the Holy Rosary and for the Five 
First Saturdays in honor of her Immaculate Heart; her promises. 10¢ 


Liturgical Wovenas & Triduums for All the Feasts of 
the Blessed Virgin — An exceptional series of novenas and tri- 
duums for both major and minor feasts of Our Lady, drawn from the Liturgy; 
also explanation of perfect consecration to Mary, with many prayers. 128 


pages. 15¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





